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Response to Amendment 

1. This action is responsive to amendment received on Dec. 27, 2004. Claims 1, 4, 
7-8, 14-15 and 20 were amended. Claims 1-20 are pending examination. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 
The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

(e) the invention was described in a patent granted on an application for patent by another filed in the 
United States before the invention thereof by the applicant for patent, or on an international application 
by another who has fulfilled the requirements of paragraphs (1 ), (2), and (4) of section 371 (c) of this 
title before the invention thereof by the applicant for patent. 

The changes made to 35 U.S.C. 102(e) by the American Inventors Protection Act 
of 1999 (AlPA) and the Intellectual Property and High Technology Technical 
Amendments Act of 2002 do not apply when the reference is a U.S. patent resulting 
directly or indirectly from an international application filed before November 29, 2000. 
Therefore, the prior art date of the reference is determined under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) prior 
to the amendment by the AlPA (pre-AlPA 35 U.S.C. 102(e)). 

2. Claims 1-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Schneider et al., U.S. Patent No. 6,785,728 (referred to hereafter as Schneider). 
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Schneider teaches the invention explicitly as claimed including a system and 
method of determining access permission for each administrator according to a 
predefined set of permission policies (see abstract). 

As to claims 1 and 14, Schneider teaches a method and module respectively for 
executing multi-system aware (MSA) applications in a ServiceControl Manager (SCM) 
cluster, comprising: 

receiving selection of an MSA tool by a user (see col. 23 lines 8-32, user uses a 
GUI to where the user can select a group or a user); 

establishing a target node list that contains nodes against which the MSA tool 
can execute, the establishing step comprising; 

obtaining a list of target nodes and a tool definition from a runnable tool, wherein 
the tool definition specifies roles associated with a tool via an authorization model and 
wherein the roles define which management functions a user can perform on target 
nodes associated with the SCM cluster (see col. 23 lines 8-32 and col. 23 lines 54-coL 
24 lines 47, upon selection by the user, a list of groups and users are displayed and a 
user can define user access policies for users and groups; user also displays a group of 
users in a hierarchical or tree form ); and 

computing the target node list that contains expanded node groups and nodes 
that the user is able to access based on one or more roles assigned to the user (see 
col. 23 lines 33-52, user can add other nodes to groups and modify the access filters); 

passing the target node list as environment variables to the MSA tool (see col. 23 
lines 33-53); and 
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executing the MSA tool with the environment variables on an MSA managed 
node (see col. 23 lines 54-col. 24 lines 47, user uses the GUI to display user and group 
objects where the user can perform modifications). 

As to claim 2, Schneider teaches the method of claim 1 , wherein the receiving 
step includes receiving 

selection of the MSA tool that launches system interactive applications (see col. 
23 lines 54-col. 24 lines 47). 

As to claim 3, Schneider teaches the method of claim 1 , wherein the establishing 
step includes 

establishing a target node list that contains node groups against which the MSA 
tool can execute (see col. 23 lines 54-col. 24 lines 47, the GUI establishes a list of 
target nodes with the associated objects to be managed). 

As to claims 4 and 15, Schneider teaches the method and module of claims 1 
and 14 respectively, wherein the establishing step includes computing a default target 
node list from default nodes species that are selected by the user (see col. 23 lines 54- 
col. 24 lines 47). 

As to claims 5 and 16, Schneider teaches the method and module of claims 1 
and 14 respectively, wherein the passing step includes passing the target node list as 
target environment variables (see col. 23 lines 54-col. 24 lines 47). 

As to claims 6 and 17, Schneider teaches the method and module of claims 1 
and 14 respectively, wherein the receiving step includes receiving selection of the MSA 
tool using a command line interface (see col. 23 lines 54-col. 24 lines 47). 
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As to claim 7, Schneider teaches the method of claim 6, wherein the establishing 
step includes establishing the list from target nodes that are selected by the user and 
specified on the command line (see col. 23 lines 54-col. 24 lines 47). 

As to claim 8, Schneider teaches the method of claim 6, further comprising 
returning an error message if no target node is specified selected by the user (see col. 3 
lines 33-col. 4 lines 50). 

As to claims 9 and 18, Schneider teaches the method and module of claims 1 
and 14 respectively, wherein the receiving step includes receiving selection of the MSA 
tool from a tool view menu using a graphical user interface (see col. 23 lines 54-col. 24 
lines 47). 

As to claim 10, Schneider teaches the method of claim 9, wherein the 
establishing step includes 

receiving selection of target nodes by the user from a dialog in the tool view 
menu (see col. 23 lines 54-coL 24 lines 47). 

As to claims 11 and 19, Schneider teaches the method and module of claims 1 
and 1 1 respectively, further comprising receiving selection of target nodes by the user 
from a node view menu using a graphical user interface (see col. 23 lines 54-col. 24 
lines 47). 

As to claim 12, Schneider teaches the method of claim 1 1 , wherein the receiving 
selection of the MSA tool step includes selecting the MSA tool by the user from a dialog 
in the node view menu (see col. 23 lines 54-col. 24 lines 47). 

As to claim 13, Schneider teaches the method of claim 1 , further comprising: 
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logging SCIVI cluster configuration changes in an SCM central log file by a log 
manager; 

logging tool execution events in an MSA tool log file; and 
integrating the MSA tool log file into the SCM central log file (see col. 23 lines 54- 
col. 24 lines 47). 

As to claim 20, Schneider teaches a method for executing multi-system aware 
(MSA) applications in a ServiceControl Manager (SCM) cluster, comprising: 

receiving selection of an MSA tool by a user using command line interface (see 
col. 23 lines 8-32, user uses a GUI to where the user can select a group or a user); 

establishing a target node list that contains nodes against which the MSA tool 
can execution, wherein the list is established from default nodes or target nodes 
specified on the command line, the establishing step comprising obtaining a list of target 
nodes and a tool definition from a runnable tool wherein the tool definition specifies 
roles associated with a tool via an authorization model, and wherein the roles define 
which management functions a user can perform on target nodes associated with the 
SCM cluster (see col. 23 lines 8-32 and col. 23 lines 54-col. 24 lines 47, upon selection 
by the user, a list of groups and users are displayed and a user can define user access 
policies for users and groups; user also displays a group of users in a hierarchical or 
tree form ); and 

computing the target node list that contains expanded node groups and nodes 
that the user is able to access based on one or more roles assigned to the user (see 
col. 23 lines 33-52, user can add other nodes to groups and modify the access filters); 
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passing the target node list as target environment variables to the MSA tool (see 
col. 23 lines 33-53); 

executing the MSA tool with the environment variables on an MSA managed node; 
logging SCM cluster configuration changes in an SCM central log file by a log manager 

receiving selection of an MSA tool by a user (see col. 23 lines 8-32, user uses a 
GUI to where the user can select a group or a user); 

establishing a target node list that contains nodes against which the MSA tool 
can execute, the establishing step comprising; 

obtaining a list of target nodes and a tool definition from a runnable tool, wherein 
the tool definition specifies roles associated with a tool via an authorization model and 
wherein the roles define which management functions a user can perform on target 
nodes associated with the SCM cluster (see col. 23 lines 8-32 and col. 23 lines 54-col. 
24 lines 47, upon selection by the user, a list of groups and users are displayed and a 
user can define user access policies for users and groups; user also displays a group of 
users in a hierarchical or tree form ); and 

computing the target node list that contains expanded node groups and nodes 
that the user is able to access based on one or more roles assigned to the user (see 
col. 23 lines 33-52, user can add other nodes to groups and modify the access filters); 

passing the target node list as environment variables to the MSA tool (see col. 23 
lines 33-53); and 
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executing the MSA tool with the environment variables on an MSA managed 
node (see col. 23 lines 54-col. 24 lines 47, user uses the GUI to display user and group 
objects where the user can perform modifications); 

logging tool execution events In an MSA tool log file (see col. 23 lines 54-col. 24 
lines 47); and 

integrating the MSA tool log file into the SCM central log file (see col. 23 lines 54- 
col. 24 lines 47). 

Response to Arguments 

3. Applicant's arguments with respect to the pending claims have been considered 
but are moot in view of the new grounds of rejection. 

4. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP 

§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 
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5. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Hussein A. El-chanti whose telephone number Is 
(571)272-3999. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Fri 8:30-5:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Ario Etienne can be reached on (571)272-4001. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned Is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
Hussein El-chanti 

April 15,2005 /\ /-n , / 



